World Literature
Spring 2015
Instructor –Sara Finnegan-Doyon

e-mail: sara_finnegan-doyon@dpsk12.org  

mssarafd@gmail.com
Website: http://mssarafdworldlit.weebly.com/
Denver Center for International Studies prepares students for college by developing multilingual, interculturally competent citizens who are actively involved in our rapidly changing world.
Semester 2: 

African Literature- Imperialism to Modern Day
Readings:

1. Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

2. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (or Half a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie if already read)

3. Choice of modern, African novel:

a. Half a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

b. Scribbling the Cat: Travels with an African Soldier by Alexandra Fuller

    Final Product:

1. 
Multi-Genre Research Projects
 Essential Question:

1. What is a genre of writing and a part of the world that you are interested in becoming an expert on?
Readings

Final Product:

1. Multigenre Research Project
Grading:

20%        Process: Are you doing your work?
Are you actively engaging in the work that is assigned?
1. Participation in class

2. Exit Slips

3. Small assignments

40%        Content: Are you learning the content?
Are you learning the concepts covered in class?  Can you discuss those concepts critically?
1. Annotations

2. Short essay responses

3. Quizzes
40%        Application of Knowledge: Can you apply and communicate your knowledge? 
Are you creating beautiful and polished work?
1 Socratic Seminars
2 Short Stories

3 Nature Writing

To encourage you to take ownership of your own grades, I ask that you please contact me directly with any questions about your assignments and grades.  Please do not have your parents contact me regarding your grades until you have asked the questions first, via email, speech, or writing.  If you or your parents still have questions after you have talked to me, I would be happy to address your/their concerns at that point! 
Grading Scale:
A– Excellent work that exceeds all standards                      90-100%
B– Good quality work that meets all standards                     80-89%
C– Complete work that meets most standards                      70-79%

D– Incomplete and/or missing work, repeat course              69-60%

F– Failing, repeat course.                                                         < 60%

Late Work:
If you are absent from school, it is your responsibility as a student to contact me for missed assignments.  I suggest emailing me and checking my website, or getting in touch with me as soon as you are back at school.  For excused absences, you will be given the same amount of time to complete the assignment as the rest of the class had.  Whenever possible, try to plan ahead when you know you are going to be absent.  
Assignments will be deducted a letter grade for each day they are late:
One Day Late= 85% B

Two Days Late= 75% C

Three Days Late= 65% D

Four Days Late= 50% F
On major assignments, if you submit them on time and do not like the grade earned, you can redo and resubmit to raise your grades. All resubmissions must be stapled to the original assignment and rubric or they will not be accepted. 
COMMUNICATE WITH ME AHEAD OF TIME IF YOU NEED HELP OR MORE TIME TO GET ASSIGNMENTS OR PROJECTS DONE. I can be flexible with responsible, communicative students.  Coming to me the day that the assignment is due (or after) with excuses will do no good. Students who attend regularly, conscientiously complete assignments, and participate will earn good grades.  Those who miss class, fail to do their assignments, and/or disrupt class will not get good grades.  
