 Name: __________________________
World Literature
 Book Title: ______________________________________
   Period: ______
Book Groups: Literature Circles

What are Literature Circles?

· Groups that meet together on regular schedule to discuss their reading

· Students use written notes to guide both their reading and discussion.

· The teacher serves as a facilitator, not a group member or instructor.

· Evaluation is by teacher observation, group evaluation, and student self-evaluation.

· Group meetings aim to be open, natural conversations about books, including personal connections and open-ended questions.
Know the Roles:

1. Discussion Director – Make sure everyone has the opportunity to contribute in the group. Every role should happen every time the group meets.  

2. Connector – Find connections between the book and you, along with the book and the wider world.

3. Illustrater- Write down a few questions you have about this part of the book.

4. Literary Luminary – Locate a few special sections or quotations or scenes in the text for your group to talk over.

5. Summarizer- Prepare a brief summary of this part of the book.

Fundamentals for a Good Book Talk:

· Careful listening – We must be good listeners. If something pops into your head when someone else is talking, briefly write it down. Then when it’s you turn to speak, share it with your group.

· Textual evidence – We should support our talk with evidence from the text, and be able to say exactly where the proof is in the text.

· Preparation – We want to be prepared with highlighted sections, or written notes on post-its for sections that you want to use as evidence.

Questioning – We want to create open-ended questions that we can ask ourselves.

· [image: image1.wmf]Discussion Director

Name:






Date:

Assignment (pages): 

Discussion Director: Your job is to make a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of the book.  Your task is to get everyone talking about the big ideas in the reading and sharing their reactions.  Don’t worry if your discussion leads to points not on your list – just go with the discussion!

Possible Discussion Questions or Topics for Today

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

An interesting discussion that occurred during our group meeting that was not on this list was ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Checklist (to be filled out by each meeting’s Director)
Discussion Director’s Name:
________________________

Date: ________________ 
Name of Book:
___________________________________
Assignment pg. _______ - pg. _______
The Discussion Director is responsible for making sure the following things happen in your group.  Please check the item when you’ve completed it.  Be sure to answer the question at the bottom of the sheet and fill out the group participation chart. Remember to pay careful attention to the time and make sure everyone in your group has an opportunity to contribute.

_____You have _____ minutes to meet in your group.  You started at _____ and will finish at _____.

_____ Ask the Summarizer to begin by reading the summary.

_____ Read and discuss your Discussion Director questions.  

_____ Ask the Literary Luminary to share the information on his/her role sheet, including reading the passages (out loud or silently) and discussing why the passages were chosen (why are they important to the section of the book?)

_____ Ask the Illustrator to show the artwork he/she created. Remember, let people guess what it means first!

_____ Ask the Connector to go over the connections he/she made on his/her role sheet.  

_____ Ask the Word Wizard to share the words and definitions gleaned from the assigned reading section.
_____ (If you have only 5 people in your group) - As a group, share the words on everyone’s Word Wizard sheet.  You may “borrow,” words, but be sure to “give” words as well!

_____ Answer the question below as a group.
1. What part of the section did your group agree was most important or significant, and why?

Group Participation Today as Observed by the Discussion Director

(Remember: 1=beginning, 2=developing, 3=focused, 4=outstanding)

	Member’s Name
	Completed Reading
	Contributes relevant information
	Listens to group members
	Fulfills duties

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Connector
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Assignment (pages):

Connector: Your job is to find connections between the book your group is reading and the world outside. This means connecting the reading to your own life, to happenings at school or in the community, to similar events at other times and places, or to other people or problems that you are reminded of.  Whatever the reading connects you with is worth sharing!

Be sure to include details from the book and your connection.  For example, “The main character is a boy,” is not a detailed connection.  Try “I am a boy who likes being outdoors just like the main character John, who plays outside every chance he gets.”

Some connections I found between this reading and other people, places, events, authors…

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

I enjoyed/did not enjoy this section of the book because  

Illustrator 
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Date:

Assignment (pages):
Your job is to draw some kind of picture related to the reading.  It can be a sketch, cartoon, diagram, flow chart, or stick figure scene.  You can draw a picture of something that’s discussed specifically in your book, or something that the reading reminded you of, or a picture that shows any idea or feeling you got from the reading.  Any kind of drawing or graphic is okay.  You can even label things with words if that helps.  Use the box below for your drawing.

Presentation plan

When the discussion director invites you to show your drawing, show your picture without telling the others what it is.  One at a time, they get to guess what your picture means, to connect the drawing to their own ideas about the reading.  After everyone has had a chance to speak, you get the last word.  Tell them what your picture means, where it came from, or what it represents to you.

Share this information after everyone has had a chance to guess the meaning of your picture:

My drawing represents

I chose to draw this picture because 
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Name:






Date:

Assignment (Pages):

Literary luminary: Your job is to locate a few special sections of the text that your group would like to hear out loud.  The idea is to help people remember some interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the text.  You decide which passages or paragraphs are worth hearing.  You can read passages aloud yourself, ask someone else to read them, or have people read them silently and then discuss.

	Location of the Passage
	Reason for Picking this Passage
	Plan for Reading (you, others, silently, etc.)

	1. Page ___, Paragraph ___
	
	

	2. Page ___, Paragraph ___
	
	

	3. Page ___. Paragraph ___
	
	

	4. Page ___. Paragraph ___
	
	


I enjoyed/did not enjoy being a Literary Luminary because 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summarizer

Name:






Date:

Assignment (pages):

Summarizer: Your job is to write a brief summary of today’s reading.  The other members of your group will be counting on you to give a quick retelling of the key points, the main highlights, the “what happened” of today’s reading assignment.  You will have to tell this summary to your group during your discussion. Remember, a summary does not include your opinion on the section.

Summary

What was the single most important event in this section and why?

Word Wizard

Name:

Assignment (pages):

Word Wizard: Your job is to be on the lookout for a few especially important words in today’s reading.  If you find words that are puzzling or unfamiliar, write them down on this sheet as you read. After you’ve read, write down their definition, either from a dictionary or some other source.  You may also run across familiar words that stand out somehow in the reading – words that are repeated a lot, used in an unusual way, or key to the meaning of the text.  Write down these special words too, and be ready to point them out to the group.  When your group meets, help members find and discuss these words.

	Page Number and Paragraph
	Word
	Definition
	Reason for Choosing Word

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


List anything you did not finish discussing today and refer to this when you begin your next discussion: 

“





 ”





Who? What? When?





“





This word means…








